
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on 
Saturday rejected Iran’s propos-
al to reopen the Strait of  Hor-
muz within a week if  the US 
meets certain conditions. “They 
made a proposal but I re-
ject it,” he told reporters 
at the White House.

President Trump  also 
told aides he  expects to 

resume bombing Iran after the 
November midterms, US offi-
cials told Wall Street Journal.

Iran offered this week to reo-
pen the strait and resume talks 
on its nuclear program in seven 
days if  the US lifts its naval 

blockade of  Iranian 
ports, waives sanctions 
on Iranian oil sales and 
observes a ceasefire that 
would include Lebanon.

But on Saturday, Trump reject-
ed the proposal saying Iran 
wanted to make a deal because it
was “losing so badly.”

“They want to make a deal and 
I think that’s fine,” Trump told 
reporters outside the White 
House before leaving for a col-
lege football game. “I’d like to 
make a deal, too. But that deal 
would not be acceptable.”

Before rejecting Iran’s propos-
al Saturday, Trump posted an im-
age on his Truth Social platform 
of  the Strait of  Hormuz labeled 
“Trump Strait.” 

The White House on Friday 
said only that US officials were 
having positive and constructive 
conversations with mediators on 
the Iran war. Earlier in the week, 
Iran and the US participated in 
hours of  indirect talks. Semiof-
ficial media outlets in Iran re-
ported that President Masoud 
Pezeshkian has left New York for 
Tehran after the annual UN 
gathering. Agencies
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$30 bn reciprocal tariff reduction 
among deals clinched by Trump, Xi
Two sides also agree to open channel of communication regarding AI-related incidents 

WASHINGTON

THE US and China agreed to 
set up a dialogue on artificial 
intelligence-related incidents, 
operationalise boards of  trade 
and investment and a USD 30 
billion reciprocal tariff  reduc-
tion arrangement, during the 
visit of  China’s President Xi 
Jinping to the US.

The two sides agreed to sign 
a memorandum of  understand-
ing on strengthening crisis 
communications and prevent-
ing crises between the two mili-
taries, China’s Foreign Minis-
try said Saturday in its readout. 
Under the Board of  Trade, the 
two countries reached consen-
sus on recommendations for 
more favourable tariff  treat-
ment for USD 30 billion of  non-
sensitive goods in each direc-
tion, the White House fact sheet 
on the visit said.

It said the two countries es-
tablished the Board of  Invest-
ment to discuss potential in-

vestment opportunities and 
impediments, and to provide a 
structured channel to address 
commercially meaningful in-
vestment-related issues. On AI, 
the leaders agreed to establish 
a China-US AI dialogue to ex-
change views on AI-related 
risks and benefits, with the next 
round to be held in November.

A communication channel 
for AI-related incidents will 

also be set up, the Chinese for-
eign ministry readout said.

The White House fact sheet 
said the two leaders agreed to 
use the term “super intelli-
gence” rather than “artificial 
intelligence” to describe the  
applicable emerging technolo-
gies. Trump also urged Xi to in-
crease production of  refined 
petroleum products to stabilise 
global supply. PTI

China’s President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan wave as they board an Air 
China plane upon departure from Joint Base Andrews in Maryland, US |  AFP

US-CHINA TWO-WAY 
AVERAGE TARIFFS 

In March 2025, tariffs 
rose to 39% (US) and 
21% (China) and then 

to 164% (US) and 146% 
(China) in April 2025, 

with US tariffs imposed 
under the International 

Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (IEEPA) and 
Chinese counter-tariffs. 

Average rates fell to 
49% (US) and 31% 

(China) in May 
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5,300
still missing a month after 
Nepal flood disaster

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   17 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 29 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 28 27 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 27 8 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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Saudi coalition 
intercepts Houthi 
drones, missiles
RIYADH 

THE Saudi-led coalition battling Yem-
en’s Houthis said on Saturday it had 
intercepted drones and ballistic mis-
siles, as the Iran-backed group 
launched fresh attacks, including on 
Riyadh, despite inter national 
condemnation.

The strikes were the latest in a se-
ries of  escalating Houthi attacks since 
July, when renewed hostilities shat-
tered a years-long truce and embroiled 
Yemen in the wider West Asia war. The 
United Nations Security Council ear-
lier condemned escalating attacks on 
Saudi Arabia by Houthi fighters, not-
ing that the strikes have wounded “ci-
vilians, including women and chil-
dren”. The Houthis have imposed a 
naval blockade on Saudi Arabia, hit-
ting its tankers, seizing swathes of  
Yemen’s Red Sea coast vital for oil ex-
ports, while also raining missiles on 
the kingdom.

A spokesman for the Saudi-led coali-
tion said its air defences “intercepted 
and destroyed two drones launched by 
the terrorist Houthi militia towards 
the Riyadh area”. Saudi air defences 
also intercepted and destroyed two 
Houthi-launched ballistic missiles tar-
geting Khamis Mushait, a city in the 
country’s southwest that is home to an 
air base, the spokesman said. AFP

Prez Trump rejects Iran offer, attacks may resume after midterms

OpenAI 
admits AI 
tools leaked 
user images
SAN FRANCISCO

OPENAI acknowledged 
that its artificial intelli-
gence tools had posted 
images from ChatGPT us-
ers onto online sites with-
out the company’s knowl-
edge, the latest example 
of  AI agents operating 
outside their bounds.

The company also con-
firmed a New York Times 
report that its tools had 
accessed websites of  US 
federal agencies, saying 
they retrieved only pub-

licly availa-
ble infor-
m a t i o n . 
Links to 
the 53 up-
l o a d e d 

i m a g e s 
w e r e  n o t 

publicly listed, and were 
accidentally posted on 
image-hosting sites, ac-
cording to OpenAI.

Most have been re-
moved with help of  host-
ing providers involved, 
and removal of  the re-
maining images is under-
way, tech giant said.

“We’ve shared details 
on how AI agents in our 
research environment 
sent training and evalua-
tion data to third-party 
services,” the company 
said in an X post. AFP


